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This Guide is dedicated with Love to my Wife that I widow every time I go down 

into the Basement. Though she thinks I am crazy, she supports me 100%. 

 

Authors Foreword 

This guide is a direct result of my writing of the “Recognition Guide: Orders and 

Decorations of the Deutschen Demokratischen Republik 1949-1990 ORDER OF PRECEDENCE 

LIST FOR STATE AUTHORIZED MEDALS OF THE DDR”. I really felt that the Order of 

Precedents for the DDR would not be complete without, even if only in a small way, me touching 

on the Orders and Medals of the Soviet Union. As I began to research the Soviet Order of 

Precedents (OOP), it became clear to me that the East German OOP was an almost copy of the 

Soviet system of OOP.  The purpose of this guide is to educate and inform those who are 

interested in collecting East German and Soviet Military and Labor awards issued from 1917 to 

1991. My listing is by no means complete, and it may not be in exact order, but I do believe that it 

is, at least, a reasonable and representative listing to help identify and categorize Soviet Awards 

and Medals. All type and variation information within this guide conforms to the widely accepted 

research and information created by Paul McDaniel and Paul J. Schmitt, in their excellent book 

on Soviet awards, "The Comprehensive Guide to Soviet Orders and Medals".  

 

The Order of Precedents that I use in this Soviet Guide is my own. It is based on actual 

Soviet era materials that I have acquired while researching this Guide. My most significant 

resource for the placement of ribbons in their Order of Precedents was a 1986 Soviet insignia 

poster, listing numerically, Honors and Medals in Order of Precedents. At present, this was the 

most current definitive published Soviet guide with a numerical OOP that I was able to find. An 

interesting observation from this chart is the Soviet awards appear to be grouped by Class (All 

medals of 1st Class have precedents of higher medals in their 2nd Class position), instead of 

being grouped together as are the DDR awards (Each medal has its own precedents and are 

awarded in Bronze, Silver, and then Gold. They are then displayed as a stringed group together). 

Please see Appendix 4 for pictures of this Soviet Guide Chart.  

 

 Among other useful resources were these 3 excellent books: 
 

 Soviet General & Field Rank Officer Uniforms: 1955 to 1991 (Land, Air, Border & 

Intelligence Services) by Adrian Streather. Without this book to help explain the confusing world 

of nearly14 Soviet Uniform Regulation changes between 1949 and 1988, I would have been lost. 

This book is worth its weight in gold for any collector and/or student of Soviet era military and 

uniforms. Not only does this resourceful book shed light on the correct wear of uniforms and 

insignia, it is packed full of interesting trivia, insight, warnings and notes to collectors about wear, 
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usage, dating, fraud and imitations, plus much more This book is readily available “On Line” and I 

HIGHLY recommend that readers acquire a copy of it. 

 

 “ПРАВИЛА НОШЕНИЯ ВОЕННОЙ ФОРМЫ ОДЕЖДЫ ВОЕННОСЛУЖАЩИМИ 

СОВЕТСКОЙ АРМИИ И ВОЕННО-МОРСКОГО ФЛОТА” [Literal translation - The Right to 

Wear Military Uniform Clothing Military Soviet Army and Navy] (See Appendix 5) – Published by 

the Soviet Ministry of Defense - Moscow Military Publishing, 1989. This book covers the entire 

last official Uniform Regulations (Decree of the Minister of Defense № 250, March 4, 1988) for 

the Soviet Army and Navy. This was the last official uniform book issued by the Soviet Ministry of 

Defense. Written in Cyrillic Russian, it describes and illustrates all period Soviet Uniforms from 

Marshals, Generals, Admirals, Officers, all the way down to Sergeants and Privates. It also 

contains hats, belts, insignia, and ranks - everything you want to know! This book has hard cover 

and many color plates and 240 pages. It was printed in 1989 in the USSR by a military printing 

factory as an official uniform rule book for Soviet Army and Naval Forces. I couldn’t find a better 

illustrated book than this for the USSR uniform collector! 

 

 “Orders and Medals of the USSR” (See Appendix 6). This small booklet was printed in 

Moscow in 1994 - 2nd Edition (the 1st was published in 1990). It has the added benefit of being in 

English. It is full of actual photos of the most significant Soviet honors and awards with a very 

good description and history of each. It also explains their grouping and method of wear. I 

particularly found the “Foreword” of this book interesting because of its historical explanation of 

the significance of Orders and Medals to the Soviet military and socialistic culture of the USSR. I 

included this “Foreword” (in its entirety just after the “Reference Section” [Page 6] of this guide) 

for the sole reason of I couldn’t have explained the purpose and reasoning behind Soviet awards 

any better. 

 

 There is quite a bit of information “Out There” on the actual Soviet medals, but I found it 

surprisingly difficult to find an actual Soviet Order of Precedents. I have also included a 

descriptive listing of the “Titles of the Soviet Union”, but I did not number them. I felt they were of 

a totally different category than Orders and Medals. With my experience gained by following the 

East German pattern of their OOP, I feel I was at least able to closely approximate the Soviet 

OOP. It came about with much cross referencing between a number of authoritive books and web 

sites. I welcome any comments and criticisms that will help make this reference a truly 

representative OOP listing of the Soviet Union. 

 

Joseph Rivers 

April 13, 2011
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 The following unedited (UK spelling) “Foreword” is from Orders and Medals of the 
USSR, Printed in Moscow, Russia, Dated 2nd edition 1994. See the cover in Appendix 6. I have 
included it in its entirety because of its important Soviet viewed historic significance. – J Rivers 

 

 
“Soviet orders and medals are milestones in the history of the USSR, a record of the progress made 

by the world's first socialist country over the last seventy-odd years. This period was characterised by 

unexampled valour displayed by the Soviet people in the defence of their Homeland in war and by their 

heroic efforts in the building of a new society. 

An award gives an insight into the life of the person who has received it and the feat he or she 

performed. 

An order or medal is historical evidence. It can, for instance, help establish the name of a person who 

was listed as missing for many years. In July 1943 Alexander Gorovets, a fighter pilot, engaged 20 

Luftwaffe bombers near the town of Kursk (Central Russia). The pilot was killed in the battle, but not 

before he managed to shoot down nine of the Nazi planes. Fourteen years later some collective farmers 

discovered the wreckage of a fighter in their field. The remains of the pilot were identified as Alexander 

Gorovets, Hero of the Soviet Union, only thanks to the number on the Order of the Red Banner he was 

wearing. 

In some cases it took many years before the award could be presented to the person honoured with it. 

As of today the USSR Ministry of Defence has not been able to present some million and a half orders 

and medals, because the officers and men on whom they have been bestowed have not returned from 

battle or are missing. 

The system of awards here in the USSR took shape over a long period of time. On November 10, 

1917 the All-Russia Executive Committee and the Council of People's Commissars issued a Decree on 

the Abolition of Estates and Civilian Ranks. The Decree eliminated the orders and medals of tsarist 

Russia. A Decree of December 16, 1917 On the Equalisation of the Rights of All Servicemen eliminated 

all insignia and badges. In January 1918 the new state officially abolished the Council for the Awarding 

of Russian Imperial Orders which existed within the framework of the Ministry for the Imperial Court. 

These acts eliminated the class system of awards of pre-revolutionary Russia and marked the birth of a 

democratic system under which an award is bestowed for a feat of valour or for a major labour 

contribution regardless of the person's social origin or status. There are still quite a few countries which 

have awards that can be given only to members of royal families or the ruling circles. Such awards are 

not for common people. Soviet Russia was the first state in the world to introduce awards that could be 

given to any citizen regardless of his or her social origin. This principle has been consolidated in the law 

and is also applied in practice. 

To honour citizens who distinguished themselves in the defence of the revolution or through labour, 

the newly-formed Soviet state established the Order of the Red Banner of the RSFSR (Russian Soviet 

Federative Socialist Republic) on September 16, 1918. 

In those days the republic was fighting for its survival in a ring of blockade. The country's effort was 

concentrated on defeating the forces of the White Guards and foreign intervention. To honour the Red 

Armymen for meritorious conduct in combat the command would award them with field glasses, 

watches and cigarette cases bearing pertinent inscriptions engraved on silver plates. 

The presentation of Revolutionary Arms (pistols and sabres) to individual fighters or of Revolutionary 

Red Colours to Red Army units were regarded as highly prestigious honours. 

On August 1, 1924 a single Order of the Red Banner was established for the whole of the USSR. It 

was the first national award. Before that there were orders of separate Soviet republics (they were 
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introduced after the Order of the Red Banner of the RSFSR). Owing to their historic importance they 

were made of an equal status with the USSR Order of the Red Banner. 

At present the USSR has 80 orders and medals, some of which have several classes. Decorations are 

worn in keeping with definite rules. Orders attached to the garment with the help of a ribbon (with the 

exception of the Order of Victory which is rigidly fixed to the garment) are worn on the left breast. All 

medals (with the exception of the Distinguished Military Service Medal, 1st and 2nd Class) are also 

worn on the left breast in order of seniority from right to left. The Valiant Labour (Military Service) 

Medal which was established to mark the centenary of the birth of Lenin is worn left of and above the 

ribbons denoting the other awards, but under the Gold Star and Hammer and Sickle Medals. However, if 

the person has not been awarded with these medals, the Valiant Labour (Military Service) Medal is 

placed in the location prescribed for the Gold Star and Hammer and Sickle Medals. 

In the 1970s-early 1980, years now referred to as the period of stagnation, the number of orders and 

medals conferred on citizens showed a sharp increase. High awards were often conferred on leaders, 

ministers and other executives for fake achievements. For instance, the Order of Victory, the country's 

highest military award, was presented to Leonid Brezhnev in violation of its Statutes. The decree on the 

award was annulled on September 21, 1989. Perestroika has stopped this devaluation of awards. On 

August 22, 1988 the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet passed a decision on abandoning the 

practice of awarding medals on a mass scale for the fulfilment of five-year plans, of conferring high 

awards on a person, as a rule, more than once and of recommending someone for an award on the 

occasion of a jubilee birthday. Orders and medals shall not be conferred on republics, regions, towns or 

cities any more. The decision allows the Union republics to establish their own orders. The titles of Hero 

of the Soviet Union and Hero of Socialist Labour can now be conferred on a person only once in a 

lifetime. In the past it was Party and state bodies, or the administration of enterprises that had the right to 

recommend persons for awards. Now this is the privilege of work collectives. This is yet another step in 

the process of democratising the Soviet Union's political system. 

 

An award is like a book. But you have to know how to read it. This booklet will tell you something 

about the history of Soviet orders and medals and about some of the people who have received them. 

It deals with the early awards established by the individual Soviet republics, the orders for services to 

the Soviet people and the socialist state, the orders for meritorious military service, and the orders for 

mothers of large families. The booklet also tells about the Soviet medals—symbols of special 

distinction—awarded for labour services, services in defence of the socialist Homeland and other mi-

litary feats, services in the accomplishment of major economic tasks, services in pursuit of civic or 

official duty, services during the Great Patriotic War (1941-1945), and medals presented on occasion of 

jubilees in the history of the Soviet people.” 

 

From the “Foreword” in - Orders and Medals of the USSR, Printed in 
Moscow, Russia, 1994
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Let us Confuse Ourselves with Soviet Hero Titles, Orders, 
Medals, and Badges: Method of Uniform Wear - Basics 101 

 

 Soviet Uniform Regulations state:  

 “The right to wear the military uniform and insignia belongs to all soldiers in military 

service with the Soviet Army, Naval fleet, Cadets, Naval Academy students, pupils of military 

musical schools, students of special boarding schools and military builders, and also Marshals, 

Generals, Admirals, Officers, Ensigns and Warrant Officers who are members of the reserve 

forces, or have resigned but retain the right to wear military uniform.” 

 

 All uniform combinations approved to be worn by serving military personnel from February 

25th 1955 to March 4th 1988 were contained in complete uniform regulation manuals dated for 

specific periods. Uniform period starting points meant that a uniform, including its method of wear, 

set from any specific period should not be worn before or after this period, nor should it be mixed 

with other uniform regulation period components or accessories.  

 

 The method of wear for insignias, including Titles, Orders, and Medals were as varied as 

were the changes to Soviet uniforms themselves. But first, let’s take a brief look at the very 

confusing evolution of Soviet Uniforms Regulations.  On January 1st 1943, new Soviet military 

uniform regulations were introduced and all military and paramilitary officers wore essentially very 

similar uniforms for the next six years (with the exception of the Victory parade uniforms). The 

next series of changes were implemented on February 24th 1949. The next major uniform 

changes were announced throughout 1954, although all changes were not officially implemented 

until the new uniform regulations were promulgated on February 25th 1955. On March 29th 1958 

new uniform regulations were introduced. These regulations remained in force until July 26th 

1969. Military regulations were changed again on November 1st 1973 (effective from January 1st 

1974), and between 1975 and 1980 new individual orders were issued, gradually eliminating 

differentiation between combat and non-combat professions, and remained in force until another 

set - which was only partially implemented - was announced for the military on March 4th 1988. 

 

 Fortunately, for the purposes of this Guide, other than their actual method of wear, the actual 

Titles, Honors, and Medals did not change. Even though more were added through the years, 

their OOP stayed relatively consistent up until the end of the Soviet Era in1991. Know let us 

briefly look at how their method of wear changed over the years. During and just after WW2 

orders, medals were worn horizontally on all uniform jackets and tunics. The switch to wearing 

orders and medals - and, in some cases, even badges and wings - at the angle of the jacket 

lapels originated with the introduction of western-style, double-breasted uniform jackets on 

February 24th 1949.The theory behind the order of precedence was that the most prestigious 
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awards were worn closest to the heart. The reasoning for reversion to the horizontal method of 

wearing orders and medals in the mid-1970s is not explained, but the order of precedence still 

has the highest award located closest to the heart. 

 

General rules for wearing hero titles: - There are three hero titles:  

 Hero of the Soviet Union 

 Hero of Socialist Labor 

 Mother Heroine 

 All three awards are screw back-mounted, and are fitted to the left top side of any jacket that 

the recipient chooses to wear. For military and paramilitary Officer Corps, hero titles are worn on 

all forms of uniform jacket with full orders, medals and badges, or just with medal ribbons. 

However, these titles could not be worn on summer or winter overcoats. 

 

 General rules for wearing Orders which are only ever worn on ceremonial jackets: 

Orders without ribbons fitted with screw back mounts are worn on the right side of the jacket. The 

order of precedence and positioning is in accordance with the diagrams found in the relevant 

period uniform regulations. Soviet orders always take precedence over Soviet medals, but Soviet 

medals always take precedence over foreign orders. 

 

 General rules for wearing medals which are only ever worn on ceremonial jackets: 

Medals fitted with screw back mounts are worn on the right side of the jacket. The order of 

precedence and positioning is in accordance with the diagrams found in the relevant period 

uniform regulations. The only known post WW2 medal that falls into this category is the 

Distinguished Service Medal, first and second class, issued on 28th October 1974. 

 

 Medals with ribbons mounted on pin-back medal hangers are worn on the left side of the 

jacket. The order of precedence and positioning is in accordance with diagrams found in the 

relevant period uniform regulations. One example of a “Regulation Period Specific” placement of 

a medal is Lenin's 100th birthday medal issued on the 5th of November 1969. It has its own 

unique mounting place on the left side of the jacket, which is only on diagrams found in uniform 

regulations issued from July 26th 1969. 

 

 Soviet era uniform regulations do not list all approved badges, and more badges could be 

worn on ceremonial jackets than on dress, service or field uniform jackets. 

Badges that can legitimately be worn by a Soviet officer of any rank - if awarded it from February 

25th 1955 to December 1991 - include:  

 Military staff college graduation  
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 Military institutions of higher education (academy) graduation 

 University Engineering, Medical, Veterinary and Law degree graduation 

 KGB and MVD higher school graduation  

 Military specialist school graduation  

 Military school graduation  

 Combined services qualification  

 Approved specialist occupation badge Pilots, Navigator/Gunner, Bombardier/ 

Gunner or Flight Engineer wings 

 Test Pilot, Navigator or Parachutist  

 Distinguished Pilot, Navigator or Parachutist 

 Combat parachute jumps  

 Parachutist Instructor 

 25th anniversary of the Second World War  

 KGB anniversaries  

 KGB Border Guards anniversaries  

 KGB officer service and recognition awards  

 KGB Border Guards service and recognition awards 

 MVD officer service and recognition awards  

 Approved military sporting achievement awards 

 Approved high civilian science awards  

 Space program achievement awards  

 High value foreign issued awards 

 Official VLKSM or KOMOSOL (young communists) awards  

 DOSAAF (pre-military training) awards 

 

 Uniform regulations permitted a combination of up to three forms of graduation badge to be 

worn on ceremonial, dress or service uniforms, and one on field uniforms up until 1969. However, 

it's rare to see more than two worn. Positioning of graduation badges was also laid down in the 

regulations, although some institutions insisted that the graduation badge be worn in the highest 

possible position on a uniform. 

  

General rules for wearing badges: 

 Approved badges can be worn on various uniform jackets or tunics, but not on 

summer or winter coats 

 Approved badges are worn horizontally on the right side of the jacket, positioned 

in accordance with the diagrams found in the relevant period uniform regulations. 
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Some of the Soviet Officer Corps, especially in the 1950s, wore all badges at the 

same angle as orders and medals  

 Soviet serving officers of all ranks were not permitted to wear badges that were: 

 Non-state recognized civilian achievement awards 

 Tourist market items 

 Soviet soldier achievement awards, even if the officer was once a soldier 

 Non-state recognized military or paramilitary unit anniversaries 

 Non-state recognized or local political anniversaries or achievement 

awards 

 Personal or family emblems 

 

 Ribbon Bars are worn according to illustrated regulations on the left uniform breast of 

approved uniforms. Regulations required serving officers of all ranks to have medal ribbon bars 

sewn on large, semi-circular-shaped bars made of plastic. This was true even if the medal ribbon 

bar is backed with metal and has a pin-back mounting system.  Some serving officers had locally-

made painted medal bar sets covered with plastic.  

 

 It is important to note that Medal ribbon layouts changed as new orders and medals were 

created and awarded, Entitlements to various automatically-awarded medals also changed over 

time. For example: In peacetime it takes thirty-five to forty years to reach the rank of Colonel-

General. On promotion to Major-General, the Order of the Red Banner is almost always awarded. 

By the time the rank of Colonel-General is attained, at least one more Order of the Red Banner, 

and possibly the Order of Lenin, will have been added to the medal ribbon bar, as both these 

orders served as long service medals for high ranking officers because nothing else existed after 

the Armed Services Veteran's medal for 25 years' service was first issued in 1976. The 25 

year Armed Services Veterans' medal would never legitimately appear on a pre-July 26th 1969 

regulation uniform and personnel serving in hazardous environments, such as pilots and 

submariners, did not usually qualify for the 25 year Armed Services Veterans' medal as time in 

lieu of service was the hazard pay of the day. 

 Learning to recognize the common medals that may have been awarded to a specific 

individual within a given time-frame provides many pointers to determining the era of a uniform 

and an insight into the individuals military history. Commonly awarded medals were:  

 Soviet military forces anniversary medal (formed in 1918) issued in:  

 1948 (30 years) 

 1958 (40 years, awarded to serving personnel only - 820,000 issued) 

 1968 (50 years) 

 1978 (60 years) 
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 1988 (70 years) 

(Note - To be automatically awarded an anniversary medal, the officer had to 

be serving in the military at the time of its issue or already been awarded a 

certain type of order or medal, The exception being the 40th Anniversary 

medal which was issued to serving personnel only.) 

 Hero of the Soviet Union 

 Order of Glory (3 classes)  

 Medal for Combat Bravery and Valor 

 Medal of Ushakov 

 Medal of Nakhimov 

 Labor distinction For Valiant Labor 

 Medal for Combat Service 

 Distinguished service in guarding the borders of the USSR 

 20 year Soviet Armed Forces Anniversary medal. Issued in 1938 only to people 

who joined up in 1918 and were still serving, and to personnel who had been 

awarded the Order of the Red banner during the Russian Civil War and were no 

longer serving. 

 Long service medals were first issued in 1958 to serving personnel only: 

 10 years' service 

 15 years' service  

 20 years’ service 

(Note - Prior to 1958, ten years’ or more service was usually rewarded by the 

Order of the Red Star for officers below the rank of Colonel, and the Order of 

the Red Banner for Colonels and all General rank officers.) 
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Quick Reference - Soviet Order Of Precedence listing 

 

Orders of the Soviet Union 

1. ORDER OF VICTORY 

2. ORDER OF LENIN 

3. ORDER OF OCTOBER REVOLUTION 

4. ORDER OF THE RED BANNER 

5. ORDER OF SUVOROV, 1ST CL 

6. ORDER OF USHAKOV, 1ST CL  

7. ORDER OF  KUTUZOV, 1ST CL  

8. ORDER OF NAKHIMOV, 1ST CL 

9. ORDER OF BOGDAN KHMELNITSKY, 1ST CL 

10. ORDER OF SUVOROV, 2ND CL 

11. ORDER OF USHAKOV, 2ND CL  

12. ORDER OF  KUTUZOV, 2ND CL  

13. ORDER OF NAKHIMOV, 2ND CL 

14. ORDER OF BOGDAN KHMELNITSKY, 2ND CL 

15. ORDER OF SUVOROV, 3RD CL 

16. ORDER OF  KUTUZOV, 3RD CL  

17. ORDER OF BOGDAN KHMELNITSKY, 3RD CL 

18. ORDER OF ALEXANDER NEVSKY 

19. ORDER OF THE PATRIOTIC WAR, 1ST CLASS 

20. ORDER OF THE PATRIOTIC WAR, 2ND CLASS 

21. ORDER OF THE RED BANNER OF LABOR 

22. ORDER OF FRIENDSHIP OF PEOPLES 

23. ORDER OF THE RED STAR 

24. ORDER OF SERVICE TO THE MOTHERLAND IN THE ARMED FORCES, 1ST Cl. 

25. ORDER OF SERVICE TO THE MOTHERLAND IN THE ARMED FORCES, 2ND Cl. 

26. ORDER OF SERVICE TO THE MOTHERLAND IN THE ARMED FOR. 3RD Cl. 

27. ORDER OF BADGE OF HONOR 

28. ORDER FOR PERSONAL COURAGE (USSR)  

29. ORDER OF GLORY (1st Class - GOLD) 

30. ORDER OF GLORY (2nd Class - SILVER) 

31. ORDER OF GLORY (3rd Class - BRONZE) 

32. ORDER OF GLORY FOR LABOR, 1ST CL 

33. ORDER OF GLORY FOR LABOR, 2ND CL 

34. ORDER OF GLORY FOR LABOR, 3RD CL 
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35. ORDER OF MOTHER HEROINE 

36. ORDER OF MATERNIAL GLORY 

 

 

Medals of the Soviet Union 

37. MEDAL FOR BRAVERY AND VALOR  

38. MEDAL OF USHAKOV 

39. COMBAT SERVICE 

40. MEDAL OF ZHUKHOV 

41. MEDAL OF NAKHIMOV 

42. MERITORIOUS LABOR 

43. DISTINGUISHED LABOR  

44. JUBILEE MEDAL “FOR VALIANT LABOR IN COMMERATION OF THE 100TH 

ANNIVERSARY SINCE THE BIRTH OF V. I. LENIN” 

45. JUBILEE MEDAL “FOR MILITARY VALOR IN COMMERATION OF THE 100TH 

ANNIVERSARY SINCE THE BIRTH OF V. I. LENIN” 

46. JUBILEE MEDAL (Civilian) “IN COMMERATION OF THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

SINCE THE BIRTH OF V. I. LENIN” 

47. PATRISAN OF THE PATRIOTIC WAR (1ST CLASS) 

48. PATRISAN OF THE PATRIOTIC WAR (2ND CLASS) 

49. SAFEGUARDING FRONTIERS  

50. DISTINGUISHED MILITARY SERVICE (1ST CLASS) 

51. DISTINGUISHED MILITARY SERVICE (2ND CLASS) 

52. MAINTAINING PUBLIC ORDER  

53. BREAVERY IN FIRE FIGHTING  

54. RESCUING A DROWNING PERSON  

55. DEFENSE OF MOSCOW  

56. DEFENSE OF ODESSA  

57. DEFENSE OF SEVESTOPOL  

58. DEFENSE OF STALINGRAD  

59. DEFENSE OF KIEV  

60. DEFENSE OF CAUCAUSUS  

61. DEFENSE OF LENINGRAD  

62. DEFENSE OF SOVIET ARTIC REGIONS  

63. VICTORY OVER GERMANY  

64. 20 YEARS OF VICTORY  

65. 30 YEARS OF VICTORY 



 

 

16 

 

66. 40 YEARS OF VICTORY 

67. VICTORY OVER JAPAN  

68. CAPTURE OF VIENNA  

69. CAPTURE OF BUDAPEST  

70. CAPTURE OF KONIGSBERG  

71. CAPTURE OF BERLIN  

72. LIBERATION OF BELGRADE  

73. LIBERATION OF PRAGUE  

74. LIBERATION OF WARSAW  

75. VALIANT LABOR IN THE PATRIOTIC WAR  

76. VETERAN OF LABOR 

77. ARMED FORCES VETERAN USSR  

78. MILITARY COOPERATION  

79. RESTORATION ON BLACK METAL ENTERPRISES  

80. RESTORATION OF DONBASS MINES  

81. DEVELOPMENT OF VIRGIN LANDS 

82. CONSTRUCTION OF BAIKUL-AMUR RAILROAD  

83. DEVELOPMENT OF NON-BLACK EARTH REGION  

84. DEVELOPMENT OF PETROLIUM RESERVES OF WESTERN SIBERIA  

85. 20TH ANNIVERSERY OF THE RED ARMY  

86. 30TH ANNIVERSERY OF THE RED ARMY  

87. 40TH ANNIVERSERY OF THE RED ARMY  

88. 50TH ANNIVERSERY OF THE RED ARMY  

89. 60TH ANNIVERSERY OF THE RED ARMY  

90. 70TH ANNIVERSERY OF THE RED ARMY  

91. 50 YEARS SOVIET MILITIA  

92. MOSCOW JUBILEE –  800 YEARS 

93. LENINGRAD JUBILEE –  250 YEARS 

94. KIEV JUBILEE –  1500 YEARS  

95. MOTHERHOOD MEDALS  

96. 20 YEARS IRREPROCHABLE SERVICE 

97. 15 YEARS IRREPROCHABLE SERVICE 

98. 10 YEARS IRREPROCHABLE SERVICE 

99. etc. - ALL APPROVED NON-SOVIET STATE AWARDS IN OOP. 
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Ribbons whose precedents is unsure 

 120th Anniversary of Stalin's Birth medal ribbon (one reference shows it right after the 

Lenin Anniversary medal) 

 Soviet 50th Anniversary of the Soviet Republic of Armenia Ribbon. 

 International Soldier (Military deployment outside the Soviet Union) – see note 

 Medal of the Grateful People of Afghanistan – see note 

(Note – I do have a Service uniform for a Soviet Colonel General and its Ribbon bar has 
the International Soldier and Afghan ribbons placed (in that order) in the Foreign Ribbon 
section on the bottom. – Author)
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Peoples Titles of the Soviet Union 
 

Gold Star of a "Hero of the Soviet Union" 

 Honorary title established 16 April 1934 with the Gold Star medal instituted 1 August 

1939, by Decree of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet. Awarded to both military and 

civilian personnel for personal or collective deeds of heroism rendered to the USSR or socialist 

society. Recipients of this award simultaneously receive the Order of Lenin, and a Diploma of the 

Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet. May be awarded more than once to an individual, in 

which case the recipient would receive a second awarding of the Gold Star medal, but would not 

receive a second Order of Lenin. In place of this second awarding of the Order of Lenin, the 

recipient would have a sculptural bust built in the town of their birth. Approximately 12,600 people 

were awarded more than once. The awarding of this medal more than once was abolished by the 

USSR Supreme Soviet in 1988. The medal is made of Gold, the other parts are silver, covered in 

Gold. Special privileges were also granted to holders of this title. These included a pension with 

survivor benefits in case of Hero's death, first priority on the housing list, 50 per cent rent 

reduction, reduced taxation rates (in 1985 this was changed to tax exempt status), up to an 

additional 15 square meters in living space, free yearly round-trip first class ticket, free personal 

bus transportation, free yearly visit to sanitarium or rest home, as well as entertainment and 

medical benefits. 

 Second award given to previous holders of the Gold Star "Hero of the Soviet Union ". 

Second occurrences of this award were halted by a directive of the USSR Supreme Soviet, 22 

August 1988 

 Third award given to previous holders of the Second awarding of the Gold Star "Hero of 

the Soviet Union ". Multiple occurrences of this award were halted by a directive of the USSR 

Supreme Soviet, 22 August 1988. 

 Fourth award given to previous holders of the Third awarding of the Gold Star "Hero of 

the Soviet Union ". Multiple occurrences of this award were halted by a directive of the USSR 

Supreme Soviet, 22 August 1988. 

 

 

Gold Star "Sickle and Hammer" of a Hero of Socialist Labor 

 The Gold Star medal "Sickle and Hammer" was instituted by a Decree of the Presidium of 

the USSR Supreme Soviet, 22 May 1940. It was instituted to distinguish citizens who were 

honored with the title of "Hero of Socialist Labor" which had been officially awarded since 1938. 

The title of "Hero of Socialist Labor" was given for heroic achievements in labor such as 

significantly increasing production efficiency, and for successful implementation of methods and 
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techniques which furthered the development of the State economy, science and culture. 

Recipients of this award simultaneously receive the Order of Lenin, and a Diploma of the 

Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet. It could be awarded several times to an individual, 

however in 1988; it was restricted to a one time only award. The first title of "Hero of Socialist 

Labor" was awarded to Josef Stalin, in 1939. Medal No. 1 was given to him in celebration of his 

60th birthday. Approximately 20,500 were awarded with this medal, 180 twice, and 16 three 

times. The medal is made of Gold; the other parts are silver, covered in Gold. Special privileges 

were also granted to holders of this title. These included a pension with survivor benefits in case 

of Hero's death, first priority on the housing list, 50 per cent rent reduction, reduced taxation 

rates, up to an additional 15 square meters in living space, free yearly round-trip first class ticket, 

free personal bus transportation, free yearly visit to sanitarium or rest home, as well as 

entertainment and medical benefits. Socialist Labor 

 Second award given to previous holders of the Gold Star "Hero of Socialist Labor". 

Second occurrences of this award were halted by a directive of the USSR Supreme Soviet, 22 

August 1988. Approximately 180 exist. 

 Third award given to previous holders of a Second award of the Gold Star "Hero of 

Socialist Labor". Third occurrences of this award were halted by a directive of the USSR 

Supreme Soviet, 22 August 1988. Approximately 16 exist. 

 

Pilot-Cosmonaut of the USSR 

 Honorary title established 14 April 1961 in commemoration of the first manned space 

flight. This is a general type award given to cosmonauts who have flown into space and is not 

awarded in classes according to number of space flights as was previously thought. In addition to 

the medal, recipients also receive a diploma from the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the 

USSR. 

 

Distinguished Military Pilot of the USSR 

 Established 26 January 1965. Awarded with a certificate and a badge to air force flight 

personnel for distinguished mastery of aviation technology and the training and education of flight 

cadres, coupled with many years of accident-free flying. 

 

Distinguished Military Navigator of the USSR 

 Established 26 January 1965. Awarded with a certificate and a badge to air force 

navigators on the same basis as the title of Distinguished Military Pilot of the USSR. 
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Distinguished Test Pilot of the USSR 

 Established 14 August 1958. Awarded with a certificate and a badge to military and 

civilian test pilots for meritorious work in testing and examining new aviation equipment. In 

addition to the medal, recipients also receive a diploma from the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet 

of the USSR. 
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Orders of the Soviet Union 

 

Order of Victory - 1 

 Highest Soviet military decoration.  Established - 8 November 1943. Awarded to 

members of the armed forces high command for successfully conducting combat operations 

involving one or more army groups, and resulting in a radical change of the situation in favor of 

the Soviet Armed Forces. The award is constructed of platinum, gold, silver, enamel, and studded 

with 174 separate diamonds and 5 five-carat synthetic rubies. This was the only Soviet award to 

be made in a jeweler’s workshop and not at a mint. It was awarded to 11 Marshals of the Soviet 

Union, 1 Soviet Army General, and 5 foreigners. The Soviet Dictator and Generalissimo of the 

USSR I. "Joseph" V. Stalin and Marshals of the USSR G. K. Zhukov and A. M. Vasilevsky were 

given the award twice. 

 

Order of Lenin - 2 

 Highest national decoration of the Soviet Union. Established - 6 April 1930. Awarded to 

civilians for outstanding services rendered to the State, to members of the armed forces for 

exemplary service, and to recipients of the titles of Hero of the Soviet Union and Hero of Socialist 

Labor. Also awarded to factories, cities, regions, and republics. Originally, this award was very 

highly regarded. Nikita Khrushchev was the 110th person to receive the award in 1935 for 

supervision of the excavation of the Moscow Metro. Khrushchev commented regarding the 

diminishing significance of The Order of Lenin, "..I supervised the excavation of the Moscow 

Metro, for which I was awarded the Order of Lenin in 1935. The Order had been established in 

1930. I believe I was the 110th person to be so honored. So in five years only 110 people in all 

had been awarded the Order of Lenin. That says something about how highly it was regarded. I 

think that was as it should have been: the more honor and value attached to the award, the 

better. Later the Order of Lenin began to be used more widely, and it diminished in significance."  

From "Khrushchev Remembers ", Nikita S. Khrushchev, page 89. 

 

Order of the October Revolution - 3 

 Established - 31 October 1967 in commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Great 

Socialist October Revolution. Awarded to Soviet citizens, enterprises, organizations, and other 

collective groups of workers, military units, and provinces, counties, and cities of the republics. 

The order is bestowed for active revolutionary activities, large contributions to the strengthening 

and expansion of the government, outstanding merits in the building of socialism and the building 

of communism; also for outstanding courage and gallantry demonstrated in combat and 

meritorious service in strengthening the national defense of the Soviet State. The order may be 

awarded to foreign nationals. 
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Order of the Red Banner - 4 

 Established - 1 August 1924.This was the first Soviet order. Awarded to military 

personnel of the Soviet Army and Navy who display exceptional courage, self-denial, and valor 

during combat. The Order of the Red Banner originally appeared in 1918, as the Order of the Red 

Banner of the Russian Federation. The award was offered to citizens of the Republic for 

exceptional military service. Other Soviet Republics followed Russia and issued their own version 

of the award. Azerbaijan was the first with the Order of the Red Banner of the Azerbaijan SSR. 

After the formation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in 1922, the country's all-union 

military decoration became the Order of the Red Banner. Earlier awards distributed by each of 

the Soviet Republics were allowed to be kept by their recipients. It was decided these awards had 

great historic significance as they were awarded during the Civil War, and served as reminders of 

heroic events. 

 The Order of the Red Banner has been awarded to various Soviet naval units for 

exemplary service in wartime. The Baltic Fleet was cited for its role in the Revolution of 1917, and 

all four fleets (Northern, Baltic, Black Sea and Pacific) and the Caspian Naval Flotilla were cited 

for their service in the Great Patriotic War (1941-1945). The Baltic Fleet is formally referred to as 

the Twice - Honored Red Banner Baltic Fleet. 

 

Order of Suvorov – 5, 10, 15 

5 - 1st Class - Established - 29 July 1942. Awarded to army commanders and their staffs for 

exceptional service in directing combat operations. 

 

10 - 2nd Class – Established - 29 July 1942. Awarded to corps, division, and brigade 

commanders and their staffs for planning a battle which, as a result of a surprise and decisive 

attack, leads to the destruction of a numerically superior enemy. 

 

15 - 3rd Class - Established - 29 July 1942. Awarded to regimental commanders, their chiefs of 

staff, and battalion and company commanders for outstanding leadership, organizational ability, 

and perseverance leading to decisive victory in battle. 

 

Order of Ushakov – 6, 11 

6- 1st Class - Established - 3 March 1944. Awarded to naval officers for outstanding 

achievements in planning and conducting naval operations and for victories in combat resulting 

from such operations. 
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11 - 2nd Class - Established - 3 March 1944. Awarded to naval officers for excellent direction 

and successful planning of a sea battle against a numerically superior enemy that results in the 

annihilation of many forces. 

 

Order of Kutuzov – 7, 12, 16 

7 - 1st Class - Established - 29 July 1942. Awarded to group and army commanders and their 

staffs for exceptional service in directing combat operations 

 

12 - 2nd Class - Established - 29 July 1942. Awarded to corps, division, and brigade 

commanders and their chiefs of staff for successful operations inflicting heavy losses on an 

enemy while retaining the battle worthiness of their own troops. 

 

16 - 3rd Class - Established - 8 February 1943. Awarded to regimental, battalion, and company 

commanders and to regimental chiefs of staff for initiative displayed in combat operations which 

inflict severe losses on an enemy as the result of a sudden and daring attack. 

 

Order of Nakhimov – 8, 13 

8 - 1st Class - Established - 3 March 1944. Awarded to naval officers for skillfully planning and 

conducting joint defense operations involving all forces of the fleet which lead to destruction or 

routing of the enemy's naval forces. 

 

13 - 2nd Class - Established - 3 March 1944. Awarded to naval officers for skillful, aggressive 

actions and personal leadership in the defense of their own communications, bases, and 

seacoast areas, resulting in the destruction of numerous enemy forces and hindering the 

execution of the enemy mission. 

 

Order of Bogdan Khmelnitsky – 9, 14, 17 

9 - 1st Class - Established - 10 October 1943. Awarded to commanders of fronts, fleets, armies, 

and flotillas and to commanders of partisan unit formations for outstanding merit. 

 

14 - 2nd Class - Established - 10 October 1943. Awarded to corps, division, brigade, and 

regimental commanders; to their deputies and chiefs of staff; and to commanders of partisan unit 

formations, their deputies, and chiefs of staff for outstanding merit. 

 

17 - 3rd Class - Established - 10 October 1943. Awarded to officers up to battalion commander in 

the armed forces and to equivalent regimental commanders, their chiefs of staff, and battalion 
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and company commanders for outstanding leadership, organizational ability, and perseverance 

leading to decisive victory in battle. 

 

Order of Alexander Nevsky - 18 

 Established - 29 July 1942. Awarded to division, brigade, regiment, battalion, company, 

and platoon commanders for personal and skillful command of their units in action. 

 

Order of the Patriotic War – 19, 20 

1st Class - Established - 20 May 1942. Awarded to officers and enlisted men of the armed forces 

and security troops and to partisans, irrespective of rank, for skillful command of their units in 

action. 

 

2nd Class - Established - 20 May 1942. Awarded to officers and enlisted men of the armed 

forces and security troops and to partisans, irrespective of rank, for lesser personal valor in action 

 

Order of the Red Banner of Labor - 21 

 Established - 7 September 1928. Awarded to civilians and military personnel for 

exceptional service in production, for scientific achievement, or for government or public service. 

 

Order of Friendship of Peoples - 22 

 Established - 17 December 1972 in commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the 

USSR. Awarded to Soviet nationals, foreigners, establishments, institutions, organizations, 

military units, union and autonomous republics, provinces, autonomous provinces, national 

districts, and cities for distinguished services to the cause of strengthening friendship and 

fraternal cooperation between the socialist nations and peoples, and for significant contributions 

to the economic, sociopolitical, and cultural development of the USSR and its Union Republics. 

Order of Friendship of Peoples 

Order of the Red Star - 23 

 Established - 6 April 1930. Awarded to ground forces or naval personnel of all ranks and 

collectively to units for outstanding service in defense of the Soviet Union in both peace and war. 

Until the Irreproachable Service medals were established, Orders such as the Order of the Red 

Star were used as length of service awards. 

 The Order of the Red Star is one of the Soviet Union's many decorations for valor and 

service. It is as simple in form as it is stunning. It is a five - pointed silver star with red enamel. 

This Order uses more red enamel than any other Soviet Order. The Order of the Red Star is 

45mm in diameter. In the center of the star is a silver disc with a figure of a Soviet soldier holding 

a rifle. Surrounding the soldier is the inscription “Workers of all countries, unite!” Below the soldier 



 

 

25 

 

the letters “CCCP” and a crossed hammer and sickle in silver. A red ribbon with a 5mm grey 

stripe in the center may be worn in lieu of the star. 

 The Order of the Red Star was established on April 6, 1930 by order of the Presidium of 

the Central Executive Committee of the USSR. Statutes for award of the order were instituted on 

May 5, 1930 with the first order awarded on May 13, 1930 to Civil war hero, V.K. Blukher. At first, 

the order was awarded to high ranking officers and officials. The requirements for award of the 

order are as follows: 

 

"The Order of the Red Star is awarded for outstanding achievements in the defense of 

the USSR and for actions in maintaining state security in times of peace." 

 

 It was later awarded for lengths of service until the Medal for Irreproachable Service was 

established on September 14, 1957. By statute the order may, also, be bestowed upon a unit, 

ship or organization. It may be awarded to foreigners. It is worn on the right breast. Prior to June 

19, 1943 it was worn on the left breast. When worn with other orders it is worn after the Order of 

the Patriotic War, 2nd Class. 

 

 

Order for Service to the Motherland in the Armed Forces of the USSR – 24, 25, 26 

 Established - 28 October 1974. Awarded to servicemen of the Soviet Army and Navy, 

and of the border and internal security troops for achievements in combat training and political 

education, maintenance of a high degree of combat readiness, and mastery of new combat 

equipment; for high efficiency in execution of duties; for fulfillment of special assignments, for 

valor and selflessness in the performance of military duty and other services to the Motherland 

during service in the armed forces. 

 

Order of the Badge of Honor - 27 

 Established - 25 November 1935. Awarded on an individual or collective basis for 

contributions in all spheres of national life, including national defense. The early 1935 version is 

smaller than the later 1936 version. The 1935 order measures 39mm high and 28mm wide. The 

1936 version measures 46mm high and 33mm wide. The serial numbers of the Type 1 Variation 

1 appear to be stamped. They are not. They are hand engraved and this variation has been 

observed only twice. Only numbers observed are 20 and 48. 
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Order of Honor - 27 

 Established - 28 December 1988. The Order of Honor replaced the Order of the Badge of 

Honor and differs only by the hammer and sickle on the lower part which replaced the lettering 

"Badge of Honor" 

 

Order for Personal Courage - 28 

 Established - 28 December 1988. The order was awarded as a civilian order for personal 

bravery displayed in saving lives, for courageous work during natural disasters and for other 

outstanding deeds of personal courage. By the end of 1991, the end of the USSR, the order had 

been awarded only 529 times. Natalya Yefimova, a school teacher, was the first person awarded 

the order (on February 3, 1989) who stayed with her class during a hostage situation and saved 

the children. 

 

Order of Glory (3 Classes) – 29, 30, 31 

 Established - 8 November 1943, the Order of Glory (Orden Slavy - Орден Славы) was an 

Order (decoration) of the Soviet Union. It was awarded to non-commissioned officers and rank-

and-file of the armed forces, as well as junior lieutenants of the air force, for bravery in the face of 

the enemy. 

 The Order of Glory, which was modeled closely upon the Tsarist Cross of St. George, 

had three degrees. A person initially received the third degree, and would subsequently be 

promoted to higher degrees for further acts of bravery; one who received all three degrees was 

called “polniy kavaler ordenov slavy” (full Cavalier of the Order of Glory). About 2600 individuals, 

including four women, had attained this Full Cavalier status. 

 The badge of the Order was a five-pointed star with a central disc: golden star with 

golden disc for the 1st degree, Silver Star with gilt disc for the 2nd degree, and silver star with 

silver disc for the 3rd degree. The central disc featured the Spasskaya Tower of the Kremlin, with 

a red enameled five-pointed star at its top, and a red enamel scroll at the bottom bearing the word 

"Slava" (Glory). The reverse had the Cyrillic letters "СССР" (SSSR, or USSR in English) within a 

ring. 

 The ribbon of the Order was orange with three black stripes - the same as that of the 

Cross of St. George and called the "Georgian Ribbon". 

 The Order of Glory became defunct upon the dissolution of the Soviet Union. In 2000, the 

Cross of St. George was revived to serve the same purpose of rewarding bravery in NCO's and 

enlisted service personnel. 

 The Ribbon of Saint George has become a symbol for commemoration and 

remembrance of Victory day in Russia since 2005, when the 60th anniversary of victory day was 

celebrated. 
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Order of Glory for Labor – 32, 33, 34 

 The Order of Labor for Glory was a Soviet civilian award. Established - 18 January 1974 

by the decision of the Presidium of Supreme Soviet of the USSR. Closely modeled on the Order 

of Glory, it was meant to be its civilian counterpart, awarded for exceptional labor achievements. 

In the same way as the Order of Glory, it was divided in three classes (the highest being the 1st 

class), with a person initially received the third degree, and subsequently promoted to higher 

degrees for further achievements. It also gave a certain number of material benefits to their 

owners, such as pension raises or free travel in city transports. 

As of 1991, the following number of awards were made: 

 1st class - 952 

 2nd class - 50,000+ 

 3rd class - 650,000+ 

 

Order of Mother Heroine - 35 

 Established - 8 July 1944. Awarded to Mothers for bearing and rearing 10 or more 

children. Made of Gold and Silver. 

 

Order of Maternal Glory - 36 

 Established - 8 July 1944. Awarded to Mothers for bearing and rearing children. 

 

1st Class - Awarded to Mothers of 9 children. 

 

2nd Class - Awarded to Mothers of 8 children. 

 

3rd Class - Awarded to Mothers of 7 children. 
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Medals of the Soviet Union 

 

Medal for Bravery - 37 

 Established - 17 October 1938. Also known as the "Medal for Courage", "Medal for Valor" 

and "Medal for Gallantry". Considered the most highly respected Soviet military medal, it was 

awarded to personnel of all ranks in the Army, Navy, Border Troops and Ministry of Internal 

Affairs troops for personal bravery in a theater of operations; in defense of USSR borders; for 

performance of a soldier's duty in life-risking situations; and for activities against spies and 

subversive elements. Citizens as well as foreigners were also eligible for this award. This award 

could be received more than once. It is made of silver. Approximately 4,600,000 were issued. 

 

Medal of Ushakov - 38 

 Established - 3 March 1944. Awarded to marines, soldiers, sergeants, petty officers and 

warrant officers of the Soviet Navy and marine divisions of Frontier Troops. The Medal of 

Ushakov was awarded for personal valor and courage shown in sea warfare theatres, defense of 

USSR land and water borders and for execution of military missions involving warships. The 

medal was named in honor of the famous Russian Naval commander, Admiral F. F. Ushakov. 

This medal could be received more than once. Approximately 16,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for Combat Service - 39 

 Established - 17 October 1938. Awarded to personnel of all ranks in the Army, Navy, 

Border Troops and Ministry of Internal Affairs troops for exceptional conduct in battle resulting in 

the successful execution of a battle task by the military division; for personal courage shown in 

defense of USSR borders; for excellence in military and political training; and for mastering new 

warfare techniques and technology. Citizens as well as foreigners were also eligible for this 

award. This award could be received more than once. Approximately 3,300,000 were issued. 

 

 

Medal of Zhukhov – 40 

 References are made to this and it is listed in the Soviet Medal listing. Information 

available to me for this medal at present is for the Russian Federation Medal. It differs from the 

Soviet medal in its ribbon pattern. I’m not sure of the award criteria or in establishment date, 

though it is of a high OOP. 

 

Medal of Nakhimov - 41 

 Established - 3 March 1944. Awarded to marines, soldiers, sergeants, petty officers and 

warrant officers of the Soviet Navy and marine divisions of Frontier troops for valor and gallantry 
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displayed in sea battles. Could also be awarded to non-navy personnel who with efficient and 

resourceful actions at the risk of their lives, contributed to the successful outcome of combat 

missions involving USSR Naval warships and other units. The medal was named in honor of the 

famous Russian Naval commander, Admiral Pavel Nakhimov. This medal could be received more 

than once. Approximately 14,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for Valiant Labor - 42 

 Established - 27 December 1938. Also known as the "Medal for Labor Heroism". 

Awarded to laborers who have heroically dedicated themselves towards the construction of a 

socialist society; demonstrated a complete understanding of equipment in order to provide a high 

level of efficiency; and for those who have made significant contributions in the areas of science, 

manufacturing, and culture. Ranks above the medal for Distinguished Labor. Citizens as well as 

foreigners were eligible for this award. It is made of silver. Approximately 2,300,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for Distinguished Labor - 43 

 Established - 27 December 1938. Awarded to laborers who distinguish themselves by 

high production rates, and for development in the fields of science, manufacturing and culture. 

Citizens as well as foreigners were eligible for this award. It is made of silver. Approximately 

3,000,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for the 100th Anniversary of Lenin's Birth – 44, 45, 46 

 Established - 5 November 1969. Awarded only once, during the days of celebrating of the 

100th Anniversary of Lenin's birth in April 1970 in Moscow. There are three variations, one for 

advanced workers and economic specialists, which has the wording "For Heroic Labor. In Honor 

of the 100th Anniversary of V.I. Lenin 's Birthday". Another for individuals who took an active part 

in the struggle for the establishment of Soviet power or in defense of the Motherland, which has 

the wording "For Military Valor. In Honor of the 100th Anniversary of V.I. Lenin's Birthday" and for 

representatives of foreign delegations of the International Communist Workers movement, which 

is worded only "In Honor of the 100th Anniversary of V.I. Lenin's Birthday". All are made of brass. 

Approximately 11,000,000 were issued, of these 9 million to workers, 2 million to military 

servicemen and 5000 to members of foreign delegation. 

44 - Jubilee medal "For Valiant Labor in Commemoration of the 100th Anniversary since the Birth 

of Vladimir Il'ich Lenin" 

45 - Jubilee medal "For Military Valor in Commemoration of the 100th Anniversary since the Birth 

of Vladimir Il'ich Lenin" 
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46 - Jubilee medal "In Commemoration of the 100th Anniversary since the Birth of Vladimir Il'ich 

Lenin” 

Medal to Partisan of the Patriotic War – 47, 48 

 

47 - 1st Class - Established - 2 February 1943. Medal given to partisans (citizen guerilla fighters), 

commanders of partisan detachments, and partisan movement organizers for personal feats of 

courage and valor against occupying German troops during the Great Patriotic War. This medal 

was presented with a temporary certificate which was changed into a regular certificate in 1948. 

Approximately 57,000 were issued. 

 

48 - 2nd Class - Established - 2 February 1943. Medal given to partisans (citizen guerilla 

fighters), commanders of partisan detachments, and partisan movement organizers for distinction 

in carrying out orders and assignments for higher echelons during the Great Patriotic War. This 

medal was presented with a temporary certificate which was changed into a regular certificate in 

1948. Approximately 71,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for Distinguished Service in Guarding the State Border of the USSR - 49 

 Established - 13 July 1950. Awarded to border troops, servicemen and civilians for 

outstanding military deeds related to state frontier security. Gold medal awarded, on the same 

basis, exclusively to border troops. It ranks highest among the awards for public service probably 

because of the great dangers facing guards along the extremely long borders of the USSR. ( The 

first Russians killed by Hitler's army in 1941 were border guards ). Until February 1966, the medal 

was constructed of silver. After this, it was constructed of German silver ( Copper, Zinc, and 

Nickel Alloy ) then a copper-nickel alloy. Approximately 67,000 were issued. 

 

Medals for Distinguished Military Service (2 Classes) – 50, 51 

 Established - 28 October 1974. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, 

Ministry of Internal Affairs Troops (MVD) and Border Guard troops for excellence in military and 

political training, for special military merits during maneuvers or combat service. Awarded in two 

classes 1st and 2nd. Regulations do not determine which was to be awarded first. This award 

was instituted simultaneously with the order For Service to the Motherland in the USSR Armed 

Forces. 1st class is made of Brass, and approximately 20,000 were issued. 2nd class is made of 

German silver, and approximately 120,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for Distinguished Service in the Preservation of Public Order - 52 

 Established - 1 November 1950. Awarded to all ranks of the militia (civil police) for 

courage shown during the liquidation of criminal groups and arrest of criminals; for the excellent 
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organization and coordination of Internal troops in combating criminal activity; and for active, 

selfless participation in thwarting hooliganism, alcohol abuse, and theft. Although awarded with 

text facing out, many recipients altered the medal to display the more attractive reverse, the Great 

Seal of the Soviet Union. Until September 1960, the medal was constructed of silver. After this, it 

was constructed of German silver (Copper, Zinc, and Nickel Alloy) then a copper-nickel alloy. 

Approximately 27,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for Bravery in Fire Fighting - 53 

 Established - 31 October 1957. Awarded to workers in the fire guard, members of 

voluntary fire fighting brigades, servicemen, and other citizens who display courage and bravery 

in extinguishing fires; in saving lives and for saving socialist or private property from fire; and in 

preventing explosions and fires. This medal was designed with the text on the obverse, but it was 

not uncommon for the recipient to alter the medal so that the more impressive design of a fire-

fighter saving a child was always displayed. The metal composition changed over time. Until 

September 1960, the medal was made of silver. After 1960 the medal was made of a silver alloy 

and plated with silver, and finally, perhaps during the 1980's, German silver ( copper, zinc, and 

nickel ) was used. Approximately 32,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for Drowning Person Rescue - 54 

 Established - 16 February 1957. Awarded to life guards, members of rescue services, 

Soviet citizens, and foreigners for courage, bravery, and selflessness displayed while rescuing 

persons from the water; for outstanding vigilance and resourcefulness which prevents drowning 

accidents; and for excellent organization of sea-rescue operations. Approximately 27,000 were 

issued. 

 

Medal for the Defense of Moscow - 55 

 Established - 1 May 1944. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, Ministry 

of Internal Affairs, and citizens who took part in the defense of Moscow from 19 October 1941 

until 25 January 1942. German forces began their offensive on Moscow on 30 September 1941. 

In December 1941, Soviet forces stopped any further enemy advances towards Moscow. After 

enforcement and weapons replenishment, the Soviets launched a counter-offensive and on 7-8 

January, the enemy was driven far from Moscow. It is made of brass. Approximately 1,020,000 

were issued. 

 

Medal for the Defense of Odessa - 56 

 Established - 22 December 1942. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, 

Ministry of Internal Affairs, and civil citizens who took part in the defense of Odessa. From 10 
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August 1941 until 16 October 1941, Soviet troops bravely defended the city against an attack 

force comprised of 16 divisions of German forces. Despite being outnumbered 5 to 1, the siege 

lasted for 73 days before the city fell to the Nazis. Odessa was awarded the Title of "Hero City" 

on 1 May 1945, and is one of only four "Hero Cities" in the USSR (the others being Leningrad, 

Stalingrad, and Sevastopol.) It is made of brass. Approximately 38,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for the Defense of Sevastopol - 57 

 Established - 22 December 1942. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, 

Ministry of Internal Affairs, and civil citizens who took part in the defense of Sevastopol. For 250 

days, 5 November 1941 until 4 July 1942, Soviet Army and Soviet Marines defended Sevastopol 

against German invaders. Despite being greatly outnumbered in guns, planes and tanks, Soviet 

forces defended the city until it was evacuated when food and ammunition ran out. Several 

military divisions managed to hide in the mountains to survive and fight using guerilla tactics 

against the Nazis. Sevastopol was awarded the Title of "Hero City" on 1 May 1945, and is one of 

only four "Hero Cities" in the USSR (the others being Leningrad, Stalingrad, and Odessa.) It is 

made of brass. Approximately 50,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for the Defense of Stalingrad - 58 

 Established - 22 December 1942. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, 

Ministry of Internal Affairs, and civilians who took part in the defense of Stalingrad. The defense 

of Stalingrad was from 12 July 1942 until 19 November 1942. The 6th German Army began the 

offensive towards Stalingrad in 1942. Heroic defenders fought for more than 140 days under 

increasing enemy numbers. On 19 November 1942, the Soviet Army launched a counter-

offensive, surrounding and defeating the entire 6th German Army. Stalingrad was awarded the 

Title of "Hero City" on 1 May 1945, and is one of only four "Hero Cities" in the USSR (the others 

being Sevastopol, Leningrad, and Odessa.) It is made of brass. Approximately 760,000 were 

issued. 

 

Medal for the Defense of Kiev - 59 

 Established - 21 June 1961. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, 

Ministry of Internal Affairs, and citizens who took part in the defense of Kiev. The Defense of Kiev 

from 7 July 1941 until 26 September 1941 was the greatest defensive operation of the Soviet 

Army during the Great Patriotic War. On 11 July 1941, German troops advanced to the Irpen 

River, which is located 15-20 km. West of Kiev. The Irpen became the defensive line for over 2 

1/2 months. 200,000 volunteers joined Soviet Army divisions in repelling attacks that included 

more than 40 enemy divisions, 10 of which were tank divisions. Despite heroic resistance, Soviet 
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troops withdrew on 20 September 1941, due to superior numbers of the enemy. It is made of 

brass. Approximately 100,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for the Defense of the Caucasus - 60 

 Established - 1 May 1944. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, Ministry 

of Internal Affairs, and civilians who took part in the defense of the Caucasus. Required was a 

confirmation of at least 3 months service in the Caucasus defense between the period of July 

1942 until October 1943. A Nazi military operation, code-named "Edelweiss" planned on German 

troops invading and occupying the Caucasus and Transcaucasia region. Soviet troops being 

outnumbered in men, tanks and cannons, defended the area so furiously, it stopped the German 

advance. It is made of brass. Approximately 870,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for the Defense of Leningrad - 61 

 Established - 22 December 1942. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, 

Ministry of Internal Affairs, and civil citizens who took part in the defense of Leningrad. The 

famous siege of Leningrad lasted for 900 days, beginning 8 September 1941 until 27 January 

1944. German forces blockaded the city in an attempt to starve the resistant inhabitants into 

submission. Famine was rampant. Despite being outnumbered in weapons and men, Leningrad 

defenders fought building to building under heavy artillery fire and air bombardment. Soviet 

fighters began an offensive on 14 January 1944, and the blockade of the city ended on 27 

January 1944. Leningrad was awarded the Title of "Hero City" on 1 May 1945, and is one of only 

four "Hero Cities" in the USSR (the others being Sevastopol, Stalingrad, and Odessa.) It is made 

of brass. Approximately 1,496,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for the Defense of the Soviet Arctic - 62 

 Established - 5 December 1944. Also known as the "Defense of the Soviet Transpolar 

Region" and "Defense of Polar Region" medal. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, 

Navy, Ministry of Internal Affairs, and civilians who took part in the defense of the Soviet Arctic. 

Beginning 29 June 1941, German and Finnish troops started an offensive move towards 

Murmansk. Towards the end of July, enemy troops moved 30 km into Soviet territory, but were 

met with resistance by the Soviet Army, North Soviet Navy, and Partisans. Enemy troops were 

stopped in the harsh arctic environment long enough for the Soviet forces to begin a counter-

offensive. It is made of brass. Approximately 350,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for the Victory over Germany – 63 

 Established - 9 May 1945. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, Ministry 

of Internal Affairs Troops (MVD), State Security Committee Troops (KGB) and employed civilians 
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( such as in military administration departments, military warehouses, etc. ) who participated in 

the battles of the Great Patriotic War (WWII). Required was a length of service of 3 months for 

servicemen and 6 months for employed civilians. It is made of brass. Approximately 14,900,000 

were issued. 

 

Medals Commemorating Victory in the Great Patriotic War of 1941/1945 – 64, 65, 66 

 

20th Anniversary of Victory in the Great Patriotic War. - 64 

 Established - 7 May 1965. Awarded to all servicemen and employed civilians of the 

Soviet Armed Forces who actively participated in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945, to 

partisans and members of clandestine underground organizations who operated within occupied 

territories of the USSR, and to those previously awarded with medals "For Victory over Germany" 

or "Victory over Japan". 

 

30th Anniversary of Victory in the Great Patriotic War. - 65 

 Established - 25 April 1975. Same requirements for award as 20th Anniversary medal 

(see above). Three variations exist, all with the same ribbon and obverse. For military service, 

with the legend "To the Participant of War" on the reverse. For distinguished labor, with the 

legend "To the Participant of the Labor Front" on the reverse. For special military delegations 

arriving in Moscow to take part in 30th anniversary celebrations, only the legend "XXX years of 

victory in the Great Patriotic War 1941-1945" appears on the reverse. All are made of Brass. 

11,000,000 were issued to military participants, 3,000,000 were issued to labor front workers, and 

5,000 to members of foreign delegations. 

 

40th Anniversary of Victory in the Great Patriotic War. - 66 

 Established - 12 April 1985. Same requirements for award as 20th Anniversary medal 

(see above). Three variations exist. For military service, with the legend "To the Participant of 

War" on the reverse. For distinguished labor, with the legend "To the Participant of the Labor 

Front" on the reverse. For special military delegations arriving in Moscow to take part in 40th 

anniversary celebrations, only the legend "XXX years of victory in the Great Patriotic War 1941-

1945" appears on the reverse. All are made of Brass. 8,000,000 were issued to military 

participants, 3,000,000 were issued to labor front workers, and 5,000 to members of foreign 

delegations. 
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Medal for the Victory over Japan - 67 

 Established - 30 September 1945. Awarded to servicemen and employed civilians of the 

Soviet Army, Navy and Ministry of Internal Affairs troops (MVD) who participated in battles 

against Japanese forces during the period of 8-23 August 1945, while in the ranks of the 1st and 

2nd Far East Transbaikal fronts, Pacific Ocean Navy, or Amur River Flotilla. After fascist 

Germany's defeat, its military ally Japan continued the war with Great Britain and the U.S. Large 

concentrations of Japanese forces threatened the Far East territories of the USSR. In accordance 

with the Yalta Agreement of 8 August 1945, the USSR entered into war with Japan. After 22 days 

of war, Japan surrendered. This signaled the end of WWII, on 2 September 1945. For 

outstanding heroism in battles against Japan, 87 servicemen received the Hero of the Soviet 

Union title, 6 receiving the Gold Star medal for the second time. It is made of Brass. 

Approximately 1,831,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for the Capture of Vienna - 68 

 Established - 9 June 1945. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, Ministry 

of Internal Affairs Troops (MVD) and State Security Committee Troops (KGB) who participated in 

the capturing of Vienna from 16 March 1945 until 13 April 1945. Enemy forces consisted of 8 tank 

divisions, 1 infantry division and 15 detached infantry battalions. Intensive fighting broke out 

between Soviet and Fascist Forces (German Allies) near Vienna, the capital of Austria. Soviet 

military commanders then decided to encircle Vienna from the north with the field forces of the 

2nd Ukrainian Front, and from the South with a military division of the 3rd Ukrainian Front. On 6 

April 1945, advanced detachments entered the outskirts of Vienna. Severe street fighting lasted 

for a week until 13 April 1945, when the city was completely occupied by Soviet forces. It is made 

of brass. Approximately 275,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for the Capture of Budapest - 69 

 Established - 9 June 1945. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, Ministry 

of Internal Affairs Troops (MVD) and State Security Committee Troops (KGB) who participated in 

the capturing of Budapest. Fascist troops concentrated a massive buildup near Budapest of 

250,000 servicemen, 1 tank division, and 1 mechanized division. Budapest was turned into a 

fortress with over 300 fortification points. After heavy fighting, on 13 February 1945, the 

Hungarian capital was occupied by the Soviet Army. It is made of brass. Approximately 360,000 

were issued. 

 

Medal for the Capture of Konigsberg - 70 

 Established - 9 June 1945. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, Ministry 

of Internal Affairs Troops (MVD) and State Security Committee Troops (KGB) who participated in 
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the capturing of Konigsberg from 23 January 1945 until 10 April 1945. Konigsberg ( the capital of 

Eastern Prussia ) was heavily fortified by fascist forces including 5 German military divisions and 

several separate Konigsberg military divisions. 170 aircraft defended the city against the Soviet 

air force. Soviet forces outnumbered the enemy, and heavy fighting lasted from 6 April until 9 

April 1945. Konigsberg was captured and renamed Kaliningrad in 1946. It eventually became part 

of the USSR according to resolution of the Potsdam Conference. 200 Soviet servicemen were 

awarded Hero of the Soviet Union titles. It is made of brass. Approximately 760,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for the Capture of Berlin - 71 

 Established - 9 June 1945. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, Ministry 

of Internal Affairs Troops (MVD) and State Security Committee Troops (KGB) who participated in 

the capturing of Berlin from 22 April 1945 until 2 May 1945. The capture of Berlin was one of the 

bloodiest military operations of WWII. With both sides combined, 3.5 million servicemen 

participated with 52,000 cannons, 7750 tanks and more than 10,000 planes. Soviet forces 

outnumbered fascist forces, but fascist troops had transformed Berlin into a fortress, with 

fortifications built on the streets. Severe fighting continued until the Soviet flag was hoisted over 

the Reichstag on 1 May 1945. 600 servicemen received the Hero of the Soviet Union title, and 13 

servicemen received the Gold Star medal for the second time. It is made of brass. Approximately 

1,100,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for the Liberation of Belgrade - 72 

 Established - 21 June 1961. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, 

Ministry of Internal Affairs Troops (MVD) and State Security Committee Troops (KGB) who 

participated in the liberation of Belgrade from 29 September 1944 until 22 October 1944. Soviet 

troops began an offensive move on 28 September towards Belgrade ( the capital of Yugoslavia ) 

with the goal of liberating the city from fascist forces. Warships of the Dunai Navy participated. 

The Yugoslavian Peoples Liberation Army intensified attacks at the rear of fascist troops. On 20 

October the city was liberated. It is made of brass. Approximately 70,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for the Liberation of Prague - 73 

 Established - 9 June 1945. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, Ministry 

of Internal Affairs Troops (MVD) and State Security Committee Troops (KGB) who participated in 

the liberation of Prague from 3 May 1945 until 9 May 1945. The last troops of fascist Germany, 

those of the Berlin garrison, had surrendered on 2 May 1945. Approximately 900,000 fascist 

troops resisted in Czechoslovakia. On 5 May, a national uprising against this occupation began in 

Prague, and the Soviet Army was asked for assistance. On 9 May 1945, Prague was liberated. 
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88 servicemen were awarded Hero of the Soviet Union titles. It is made of brass. Approximately 

395,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for the Liberation of Warsaw - 74 

 Established - 9 June 1945. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, Ministry 

of Internal Affairs Troops (MVD) and State Security Committee Troops (KGB) who participated in 

the liberation of Warsaw from 14 January 1945 until 17 January 1945. On 1 August 1944, Polish 

Home Army General Tadeusz Komorowski ordered the Home Army to attack the German 

garrison. Fighters used Molotov cocktails or captured German weapons to fight German artillery 

and aircraft. The Red Army were on the outskirts of Warsaw and halted, letting the fighting 

continue between the ill-equipped Polish Home Army and the German garrison for 66 days before 

taking Warsaw in 1945. 1,667 Soviet servicemen were awarded Hero of the Soviet Union titles. It 

is made of brass. Approximately 735,000 were issued. 

 

 

Medal for Valiant Labor in the Great Patriotic War - 75 

 Established - 6 June 1945. A massive labor force was crucial to the defeat of fascist 

Germany. This medal was awarded to all workers who served in the Soviet industrial sector for at 

least one year during June 1941 until May 1945. Special circumstances allowed for a 6 month 

term, such as disabled veterans who returned to work, workers who graduated from professional 

schools, and retired workers who returned to work. It is made of Copper. Approximately 

16,100,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for Veteran of Labor - 76 

 Established - 18 January 1974. Awarded to all workers of retirement age for their many 

years of labor in the Soviet economy, culture, science, medicine, and education. This medal could 

also be given to military personnel who had reached retirement age. It is made of a Zinc and 

Copper alloy. Approximately 36,000,000 were issued. 

 

 Medal for Armed Forces Veteran of the USSR - 77 

 Established - 20 May 1976. Awarded to all servicemen of the Soviet Army, Navy, Ministry 

of Internal Affairs Troops (MVD) and Border Guard troops for a minimum of 25 years impeccable 

service. Those who served in particularly hazardous environments ( harsh climates, submariners 

and pilots ) enjoyed the privilege of having 1 year of service added for every calendar year in 

service did not receive this award because the 25 calendar year requirement wasn't met. It is 

made of a Zinc and Copper alloy (white metal) and silver plated. Approximately 880,000 were 

issued. 
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Medal for Strengthening Combat Alliance (Waffenbrudershaft) - 78 

 Established - 25 May 1979. Awarded to military servicemen, employees of State Security 

(KGB), Ministry of Internal Affairs organs (MVD), citizens of Warsaw Treaty States and other 

Socialist States for merit in strengthening combat alliance and for military cooperation. Made of 

an aluminum alloy with red enamel. Approximately 20,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for Restoration of the Black Metallurgical Enterprises – 79 

 Established - 18 May 1948. Also known as the medal for "Reconstruction of Ferrous 

Metallurgical Enterprises in the South". Awarded to workers, technicians, and engineers for 

outstanding performance of duties; high production; and meritorious service in reconstructing the 

ferrous metallurgy plants in the Southern USSR. During the Great Patriotic War, the Southern 

Regions of the USSR - the heart of the USSR's ferrous metallurgy - were occupied by German 

troops and most heavy industry plants were completely destroyed. Rebuilt were 13 blast 

furnaces; 49 open-hearth furnaces; 29 finishing mills; and 68 coke-oven batteries. It is made of 

brass. Approximately 69,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for Restoration of the Donbass Coal Mines - 80 

 Established - 10 September 1947. Awarded to workers, technicians, and engineers for 

outstanding performance of duties; high production; and meritorious service in reconstructing the 

Donbass coal mines. During the Great Patriotic War, Donbass - the heart of the USSR's coal-

mining industry - was occupied by German troops and almost completely destroyed. This 

restoration was done mainly by German POWs. The medal was awarded only to the Russian 

supervisors and machine operators. Rebuilt were 129 main pits; 889 smaller pits; 300 mine head-

frames were rebuilt and newly constructed; and 700 lifting machines were put into operation. It is 

made of brass. Approximately 46,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for Development of Virgin Lands - 81 

 Established-  20 October 1956. Awarded to collective farmers and state farm workers; 

machine tractor service and supply stations; construction organizations; and Party, Labor Union 

and Komsomol workers for outstanding services in the development of virgin and idle lands. 

Workers were awarded for a minimum of 2 years service, beginning in 1954. More than 350,000 

young soviets responded to the call of the Communist Party and relocated to the virgin and idle 

land areas in Kazakhstan, Siberia, the Urals, the Volga region, and northern Caucasus. During 

the period of 1954-1956, these workers managed to develop approximately 36 million hectares of 

virgin lands which produced additional yields of grain, despite great difficulties. It is made of 

brass. Approximately 1,300,000 were issued. 
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Medal for Construction of the Baikul-Amur Railroad - 82 

 Established - 8 October 1976. Awarded to active participants for no less than 3 years 

distinguished labor in the construction of the Baikul-Amur Railroad. Awarded for distinguished 

labor at construction sites; and for excellent planning in the supply of materials to work sites. The 

Baikul-Amur Railroad Main Line stretches for 4300 km. Construction began in 1974 at opposite 

points and were finally connected on 29 September 1984, a full one-year ahead of schedule. It is 

made of brass. Approximately 69,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for Development of the Non-Black Earth Region of the USSR - 83 

 Established - 30 September 1977. Awarded to workers and collective farmers for 3 years 

of distinguished labor in participating in the development of agriculture in the RSFSR (Russian 

Soviet Federative Socialist Republic) Region of the USSR. This region of the USSR was selected 

for development into productive farmland by chemical fertilization processes. The goal was to 

rapidly develop agriculture production. It is made of Brass. Approximately 55,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for the Development of the Petrochemical Complex of Western Siberia - 84 

 Established - 28 July 1978. Awarded for 3 years minimum distinguished labor in the 

development of mineral resources and the oil and gas complex of Western Siberia. Awarded for 

participation in the areas of gas fields and oilfields discovery; exploration and exploitation; oil and 

gas extraction and processing; community construction projects; electrical power distribution 

projects; or any other kind of service beneficial to the plan. It is made of brass. Approximately 

38,000 were issued. 

 

Jubilee Medals for the Anniversaries of the Armed Forces of the USSR – 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 

90 

 

20 Year Anniversary of the Workers and Peasants Red Army - 85 

 Established - 24 January 1938. This was the first Soviet medal given as a national 

anniversary award. It was awarded to commanders of the Workers and Peasants Red Army and 

Navy for 20 years of continuous service, and to those who were decorated with the Order of the 

Red Banner during the Civil War. This award is particularly rare because upon the death of the 

rewarded, the medal was to be returned to the proper authorities. Initially, the design of this 

medal included a soldier passively standing in front of a tank, warship and plane. This was 

deemed inappropriate because it failed to show the readiness of the Red Army to repel 

aggressors. The final design shows a serviceman firing a rifle. Approximately 37,500 were issued. 

 

 



 

 

40 

 

30 Year Anniversary of the Workers and Peasants Red Army - 86 

 Established - 18 February 1948. Awarded to all generals; admirals; officers; sergeants; 

master sergeants; soldiers and marines who were serving on 23 February 1948 in the Soviet 

Armed Forces, Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD), or Ministry of State Security Troops (KGB), as 

well as to students of military educational institutions of the above. Recipients of the following 

were automatically awarded: Hero of the Soviet Union; Order of Glory (3 classes); For Courage; 

Medal of Ushakov; Medal of Nakhimov; For Labor Distinction; For Valiant Labor; For Combat 

Service, and for Distinguished Service in Guarding the State Border of the USSR. Made of Brass. 

Approximately 3,711,000 were issued. 

 

40 Years of the Armed Forces of the USSR. - 87 

 Established - 18 December 1957. Awarded to all generals; admirals; officers; sergeants; 

master sergeants; soldiers and marines who were serving on 23 February 1948 in the Soviet 

Armed Forces, Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD), or Ministry of State Security Troops (KGB). 

Made of Brass. Approximately 820,000 were issued. 

 

50 Years of the Armed Forces of the USSR. - 88 

 Established - 26 December 1967. Awarded to all generals; admirals; officers; sergeants; 

master sergeants; extended-service sergeants; soldiers and marines who were serving on 23 

February 1968 in the Soviet Armed Forces, Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD), or Ministry of State 

Security Troops (KGB), as well as to students of military educational institutions of the above. 

Recipients of the following were automatically awarded: Hero of the Soviet Union; Order of Glory 

(3 classes); For Courage; Medal of Ushakov; Medal of Nakhimov; For Labor Distinction; For 

Valiant Labor; For Combat Service, and for Distinguished Service in Guarding the State Border of 

the USSR. Made of Brass. Approximately 9,527,000 were issued. 

 

60 Years of the Armed Forces of the USSR. - 89 

 Established - 28 January 1978. Awarded to officers staff; warrant officers; naval officers 

and extended-service servicemen who were serving on 23 February 1978 in the Soviet Army, 

Navy, Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD), or Ministry of State Security Troops (KGB), Recipients of 

the following were automatically awarded: For Courage; Medal of Ushakov; Medal of Nakhimov; 

For Combat Service; For Distinguished Service in Guarding the State Border of the USSR, and 

for Distinguished Military Service. Made of Brass. Approximately 10,723,000 were issued. 

 

70 Years of the Armed Forces of the USSR. - 90 

 Established - 28 January 1988. Awarded to officers staff; warrant officers; naval officers 

and extended-service servicemen who were serving on 23 February 1988 in the Soviet Army, 
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Navy, Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD), or Ministry of State Security Troops (KGB), Recipients of 

the following were automatically awarded: For Courage; Medal of Ushakov; Medal of Nakhimov; 

For Labor Distinction; For Valiant Labor; For Combat Service; For Distinguished Service in 

Guarding the State Border of the USSR, and for the Medal of Distinguished Service in the 

Preservation of Public Order. Made of Brass. Approximately 9,800,000 were issued. 

 

Medal for 50 Year Anniversary of the Soviet Militia - 91 

 Established - 20 November 1967. Awarded to militiamen of all grades. Officers, and 

soldiers with an impeccable service record for serving with the Ministry for Protection of Public 

Order in the USSR as of 21 November 1967 and militiamen, retired or reserve, with 25 years 

service and an impeccable service record. USSR Minister of Internal Affairs N.A. Scholokov was 

awarded this medal, then had it revoked under charges of corruption. It is made of Copper-Nickel 

alloy. Approximately 69,000 were issued. 

 

City Jubilee Medals – 92, 93, 94 

 

Commemoration of the 800th Anniversary of Moscow. - 92 

 Established - 20 September 1947. Awarded to all citizens who lived in Moscow or its 

suburbs for a period of not less than five years. Moscow was mentioned for the first time in 1147 

as the estate of Grand Duke Yuri Dolgoruky. In 1156, Dolgoruky surrounded his estate with a wall 

constructed of earth, and equipped it with watch-towers thus transforming it into a fortress. 

Dolgoruky's portrait is thus featured on this award. On 8 May 1965, Moscow was honored with 

the title "City Hero". Moscow was also awarded two Orders of Lenin and the Order of the October 

Revolution. Made of Copper. Approximately 1,730,000 were issued. 

 

Commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of Leningrad. - 93 

 Established - 16 May 1957. Awarded to all citizens who participated in the restoration and 

reconstruction of the city and maintained Leningrad citizenship for no less than five years. 

Awarded also were Leningrad defenders who received the medal for the Defense of Leningrad, 

regardless of living place. This medal stopped being issued after 1 January 1978. Leningrad is 

considered to have been founded on 16 May 1703, when the construction of Petropavlovsk 

fortress started. The city name has changed over time. Originally Saint Petersburg, in 1914 it was 

changed to Petrograd, then in 1924 to Leningrad, and finally in 1992 back to Saint Petersburg. It 

was the capital of Russia, until it was changed to Moscow in 1918. On 1 May 1945, Leningrad 

was honored with the title "City Hero". Leningrad was awarded two Orders of Lenin, the Order of 

the October Revolution, and the Order of the Red Banner. Made of Non-ferrous metal. 

Approximately 1,440,000 were issued. 
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Commemoration of the 1500th Anniversary of Kiev. - 94 

 Established - 10 May 1982. Awarded to all citizens who lived in Kiev for no less than 10 

years. Awarded also were Kiev defenders who received the medal for the Defense of Kiev, 

regardless of living place. Legend has it that at the end of the 5th and the beginning of the 6th 

centuries, three brothers, Kiy, Shchek, and Khoriv, and their sister, Lybid, founded a town and 

named it after their elder brother Kiy, as "Kyiv". Ancient Russian chronicles indicate Kiev was 

known from 860 A.D. In 1965, Kiev was honored with the title "City Hero", and received the Gold 

Star medal. Kiev was also awarded two Orders of Lenin and the Order of Friendship of the 

Peoples. Made of Brass. Approximately 700,000 were issued. 

 

Motherhood Medals - 95 

 

1st Class- 

 Established - 8 July 1944. Awarded to mothers who gave birth to 6 children and brought 

them up. The award was performed only when the last of her children reached one year of age, if 

all her other children were alive. If a child had died while serving the state, it would be considered 

alive for award consideration. Adopted children were also taken into account, as being born to the 

rewarded mother. Made of Silver. Approximately 4,000,000 were issued. 

 

2nd Class- 

 Established - 8 July 1944. Awarded to mothers who gave birth to 5 children and brought 

them up. The award was performed only when the last of her children reached one year of age, if 

all her other children were alive. If a child had died while serving the state, it would be considered 

alive for award consideration. Adopted children were also taken into account, as being born to the 

rewarded mother. Made of Brass. Approximately 8,000,000 were issued. 

 

Medals for Irreproachable Service – 96, 97, 98 

 Established - 25 January 1958, by the Ministry of Defense, USSR Minister of Internal 

Affairs (MVD), and Chairman of the USSR State Security Committee (KGB). Originally, Soviet 

awards such as the Order of the Red Star were given to commemorate length of service. These 

medals were established to reinforce the significance and importance of a length of service 

award, while keeping the higher awards reserved for uncommon deeds of valor. These medals 

were departmental, each having issued their own length of service award, with different legends 

on the reverse. Generally, they were awarded for 10, 15, and 20 years of service. 

96 - 20 years of service 

97 - 15 years of service 

98 - 10 years of service 
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COLOR RIBBON PLATES OF 

ORDERS AND MEDALS OF  

THE SOVIET UNION 1941 – 1991 

Appendix 1 - 6 

 

The Order of Precedents numbering that I use in this Soviet guide is my own.  It is based 

on an actual Soviet insignia poster listing Honors and Medal in OOP that is dated 1986. At this 

time, this was the most current published guide that I was able to find. An interesting observation 

from this chart is that the Soviet awards appear to be grouped by Class (All medals of 1st Class 

have precedents of higher medals of the 2nd Class), instead of being grouped together as are the 

DDR awards (Each medal has its own precedents and are awarded in Bronze, Silver, and then 

Gold. They are then displayed as a stringed group together). – Author 

 As stated earlier in the “Foreword” to “Orders and Medals of the USSR” on page 7;  

“At present the USSR has 80 orders and medals, some of which have several classes. Decorations are 

worn in keeping with definite rules. Orders attached to the garment with the help of a ribbon (with the 

exception of the Order of Victory which is rigidly fixed to the garment) are worn on the left breast. All 

medals (with the exception of the Distinguished Military Service Medal, 1st and 2nd Class) are also 

worn on the left breast in order of seniority from right to left. The Valiant Labor (Military Service) 

Medal which was established to mark the centenary of the birth of Lenin is worn left of and above the 

ribbons denoting the other awards, but under the Gold Star and Hammer and Sickle Medals. However, if 

the person has not been awarded with these medals, the Valiant Labor (Military Service) Medal is placed 

in the location prescribed for the Gold Star and Hammer and Sickle Medals.” 

 

 Appendix 1 – Orders of the Soviet Union, page 48 

 Appendix 2 – Medals of the Soviet Union, page 55 

 Appendix 3 - Awards whose precedence is unknown to the author at 

the time of writing, page 64 

 Appendix 4 - Soviet Uniform and Insignia Chart, page 65 

 Appendix 5 - Photo excerpts from Soviet Uniform Book – Insignia, 

Badges & Medals of the USSR, page 68 

 Appendix 6 - Cover of Orders and Medals of the USSR, page 71 
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Appendix 1 

Orders of the Soviet Union 

 

1. ORDER OF VICTORY 

 

2. ORDER OF LENIN 

 

3. ORDER OF OCTOBER REVOLUTION 

 

4. ORDER OF THE RED BANNER 

 

5. ORDER OF SUVOROV, 1ST CL 

 

6. ORDER OF USHAKOV, 1ST CL  
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7. ORDER OF  KUTUZOV, 1ST CL  

 

8. ORDER OF NAKHIMOV, 1ST CL 

 

9. ORDER OF BOGDAN KHMELNITSKY, 1ST CL 

 

10. ORDER OF SUVOROV, 2ND CL 

 

11. ORDER OF USHAKOV, 2ND CL  

 

12. ORDER OF  KUTUZOV, 2ND CL  

 

13. ORDER OF NAKHIMOV, 2ND CL 
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14. ORDER OF BOGDAN KHMELNITSKY, 2ND CL 

 

15. ORDER OF SUVOROV, 3RD CL 

 

16. ORDER OF  KUTUZOV, 3RD CL  

 

17. ORDER OF BOGDAN KHMELNITSKY, 3RD CL 

 

18. ORDER OF ALEXANDER NEVSKY 

 

19. ORDER OF THE PATRIOTIC WAR, 1ST CLASS 

 

20. ORDER OF THE PATRIOTIC WAR, 2ND CLASS 
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21. ORDER OF THE RED BANNER OF LABOR 

 

22. ORDER OF FRIENDSHIP OF PEOPLES 

 

23. ORDER OF THE RED STAR 

 

24. ORDER OF SERVICE TO THE MOTHERLAND IN THE ARMED 

FORCES, 1ST Cl. 

 

25. ORDER OF SERVICE TO THE MOTHERLAND IN THE ARMED 

FORCES, 2ND Cl. 

 

26. ORDER OF SERVICE TO THE MOTHERLAND IN THE ARMED FOR. 

3RD Cl. 
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27. ORDER OF BADGE OF HONOR 

 

28. ORDER FOR PERSONAL COURAGE (USSR)  

 

29. ORDER OF GLORY (1st Class - GOLD) 

30. ORDER OF GLORY (2nd Class - SILVER) 

31. ORDER OF GLORY (3rd Class - BRONZE) 

 

32. ORDER OF GLORY FOR LABOR, 1ST CL 

 

33. ORDER OF GLORY FOR LABOR, 2ND CL 

 

34. ORDER OF GLORY FOR LABOR, 3RD CL 
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35. ORDER OF MOTHER HEROINE (RIBBON UNKNOWN) 

                 

36. ORDER OF MATERNIAL GLORY (RIBBON UNKNOWN) 
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Appendix 2 

Medals of the Soviet Union 

 

37. MEDAL FOR BRAVERY AND VALOR  

 

38. MEDAL OF USHAKOV 

 

39. COMBAT SERVICE 

 

40. MEDAL OF ZHUKHOV 

 

41. MEDAL OF NAKHIMOV 

 

42. MERITORIOUS LABOR 
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43. DISTINGUISHED LABOR  

 

44. JUBILEE MEDAL “FOR VALIANT LABOR IN COMMERATION OF THE 

100TH ANNIVERSARY SINCE THE BIRTH OF V. I. LENIN” 

 

45. JUBILEE MEDAL “FOR MILITARY VALOR IN COMMERATION OF THE 

100TH ANNIVERSARY SINCE THE BIRTH OF V. I. LENIN” 

 

46. JUBILEE MEDAL “IN COMMERATION OF THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

SINCE THE BIRTH OF V. I. LENIN” 

 

47. PATRISAN OF THE PATRIOTIC WAR (1ST CLASS) 

 

48. PATRISAN OF THE PATRIOTIC WAR (2ND CLASS) 
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49. SAFEGUARDING FRONTIERS  

 

50. DISTINGUISHED MILITARY SERVICE (1ST CLASS) 

 

51. DISTINGUISHED MILITARY SERVICE (2ND CLASS) 

 

52. MAINTAINING PUBLIC ORDER  

 

53. BREAVERY IN FIRE FIGHTING  

 

54. RESCUING A DROWNING PERSON  

 

55. DEFENSE OF MOSCOW  
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56. DEFENSE OF ODESSA  

 

57. DEFENSE OF SEVESTOPOL  

 

58. DEFENSE OF STALINGRAD  

 

59. DEFENSE OF KIEV  

 

60. DEFENSE OF CAUCAUSUS  

 

61. DEFENSE OF LENINGRAD  

 

62. DEFENSE OF SOVIET ARTIC REGIONS  
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63. VICTORY OVER GERMANY (Similar in appearance to the Order of Glory Ribbon. 

It has less orange spacing and narrower – Patterned on the Ribbon of St George) 

 

64. 20 YEARS OF VICTORY  

 

65. 30 YEARS OF VICTORY 

 

66. 40 YEARS OF VICTORY 

 

67. VICTORY OVER JAPAN  

 

68. CAPTURE OF VIENNA  
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69. CAPTURE OF BUDAPEST  

 

70. CAPTURE OF KONIGSBERG  

 

71. CAPTURE OF BERLIN  

 

72. LIBERATION OF BELGRADE  

 

73. LIBERATION OF PRAGUE  

 

74. LIBERATION OF WARSAW  

 

75. VALIANT LABOR IN THE PATRIOTIC WAR  
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76. VETERAN OF LABOR 

 

77. ARMED FORCES VETERAN USSR  

 

78. MILITARY COOPERATION  

 

79. RESTORATION ON BLACK METAL ENTERPRISES  

 

80. RESTORATION OF DONBASS MINES  

 

81. DEVELOPMENT OF VIRGIN LANDS 

 

82. CONSTRUCTION OF BAIKUL-AMUR RAILROAD  
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83. DEVELOPMENT OF NON-BLACK EARTH REGION  

 

84. DEVELOPMENT OF PETROLIUM RESERVES OF WESTERN SIBERIA  

 

85. 20TH ANNIVERSERY OF THE RED ARMY  

 

86. 30TH ANNIVERSERY OF THE RED ARMY  

 

87. 40TH ANNIVERSERY OF THE RED ARMY  

 

88. 50TH ANNIVERSERY OF THE RED ARMY  

 

89. 60TH ANNIVERSERY OF THE RED ARMY  
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90. 70TH ANNIVERSERY OF THE RED ARMY  

 

91. 50 YEARS SOVIET MILITIA  

 

92. MOSCOW JUBILEE –  800 YEARS 

 

93. LENINGRAD JUBILEE –  250 YEARS 

 

94. KIEV JUBILEE –  1500 YEARS  

 

95. MOTHERHOOD MEDALS  

 

96. 20 YEARS IRREPROCHABLE SERVICE 
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97. 15 YEARS IRREPROCHABLE SERVICE 

 

98. 10 YEARS IRREPROCHABLE SERVICE 

 

 Appendix 3 
  

 Ribbons whose precedents is unsure 

 

  
 120th Anniversary of Stalin's Birth Medal (one reference shows it right after the 

Lenin Anniversary medals – 44, 45, 46) 

 

  

Soviet 50th Anniversary of the Soviet Republic of Armenia Ribbon 

 

  

International Soldier (Military deployment outside  the Soviet Union)  

 

  
  

 Medal of the Grateful People of Afghanistan 
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Appendix 4 
 

Soviet Uniform and Insignia Chart  
printed in the Soviet Union by 14 Indep Topo Sqn RE  

3000/12/87/16166. Dated 1987 
What is interesting about this chart is all of the names of the ribbons are in English. All 

other notations and descriptions are in Russian. 
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What is interesting about this chart is all of the names of the ribbons are in English. All 
other notations and descriptions are in Russian. 
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Appendix 5 
 

Photo excerpts from “ПРАВИЛА НОШЕНИЯ ВОЕННОЙ ФОРМЫ ОДЕЖДЫ 

ВОЕННОСЛУЖАЩИМИ СОВЕТСКОЙ АРМИИ И ВОЕННО-МОРСКОГО 

ФЛОТА (The Right to Wear Military Uniform Clothing Military Soviet Army and 

Navy)”, Soviet Ministry of Defense.. Moscow, 1989 
 
 
 

          
 
 
 

П Р И К А З  МИНИСТРА ОБОРОНЫ СССР, № 250, «4» марта 1988 г. г. Москва 

Decree of the Minister of Defense № 250, March 4, 1988, Moscow 
 
 
 



 

 

65 
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Appendix 6 
 

Cover of Orders and Medals of the USSR, 
Printed in Moscow, Russia, Dated 2nd edition 1994. 
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